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Canada: Birth certificates 
 
Introduction 
The following note provides a description of the issuance procedure related to Ca-
nadian birth certificates, as well as a description of the security features contained 
within the polymer birth certificates introduced by several Canadian provincial au-
thorities beginning from 2007.  
 
The note is based on open source information.  
 
Issuance of birth certificates 
There is no national central registry of births in Canada. Canadian birth certificates 
are issued from the vital statistics office of the province in which the child is born.1 
Each province and territory is expected to maintain its own vital statistics data-
base.2 
 
Birth certificates cannot be obtained through Canadian embassies, and it is not pos-
sible to obtain a Canadian birth certificate for a Canadian child born outside Canada. 
Instead the child can have a Canadian citizenship certificate issued.3 
 
At the Vital Statistics Support website (birth, marriages and death in Canada) there 
are descriptions on how to apply for a first time birth certificate, how to order a 
replacement birth certificate, how to obtain a birth certificate for a birth that oc-
curred a long time ago and criteria as to who is entitled to apply for a birth certifi-
cate.4  
 
Short Form Certificates and Long Form Certificates 
There are two types of birth certificates in Canada; a short form certificate and a 
long form certificate. Both certificates are legally valid.5 
 

                                                             
1 Government of Canada, 15 February 2017; Provincial government of New Foundland and Labrador, 
25 February 2008. 
2 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
3 Government of Canada, 15 February 2017. 
4 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
5 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
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A short form birth certificate contains less information than a long form birth cer-
tificate and is smaller in size. It contains information regarding the birth of the child, 
but does not contain the names of the parents.6 
A long form birth certificate is larger in size, and contains the name of the child and 
the names of both parents. If only one parent is declared, it will show the name of 
the child and the name of the mother.7 
 
Introduction of polymer birth certificate 

From December 2007, Nova Scotia was the first province in Canada to introduce 

birth certificates issued at polymer-based security paper. The security paper is 

made from a strong polymer material and has more than 20 visible and concealed 

security features to help prevent identity theft.8 

 
Since then, the following seven provinces also introduced the new birth certificate: 
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Newfoundland & Labrador, New Brunswick, 
Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan.9 

 
Security features 
The 2008 polymer birth certificate measures 12.5 cm x 17.5, and is intentionally 
manufactured to discourage people from carrying it in their purse or wallet. It con-
tains the following security features: 

 Two transparent windows — one with a colour-shifting property 
and one with three floating maple leaves. 

 Two watermark/ shadow features — maple leaves and Canada 
geese. 

 A security thread repeating the word “Canada” that runs from top 
to bottom. 

 Raised lettering similar to that found on Canadian money 
 A color-shifting window with the word “CANADA” in three waves 

below the clear window containing the maple leaves (purple/green) 
 The provincial/territorial coat of arms in color with the jurisdiction's 

seal and a signature. 
 A one-dimensional bar code containing the birth certificate number 

in the bottom right corner. 
 A two-dimensional bar code containing the same information about 

the certificate holder that is on the front of the document.10 

 

 
 

                                                             
6 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
7 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
8 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
9 Vital Statistics Support, 2020. 
10 Provincial government of British Columbia, year of issue n/a; Provincial government of New Found-
land and Labrador, 25 February 2008. 
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