8 July 2021

Italy: The Tax Identification Number (codice fiscale)
Introduction
The following note describes the application procedure related to the Italian Tax
Identification Number (TIN) and the TIN card. The note also includes a brief description of how to read the Tax Identification Number.
The note is based on open source information and can be shared with interested
parties.
The Italian Tax Identification Number issued to Italian citizens
The TIN has been issued since 1973. Its issuance and composition are regulated by
Decree no. 605 of the Ministry of Interior of 29 September 1973. For Italian citizens, the TIN is automatically assigned to infants by the competent municipality at
the time of the first registration in the civil register.1
Issuance of a Tax Identification Number in Italy to non-EU citizens
The TIN provides a means of identification for foreign citizens in their relations
with e.g. public authorities.2 Non-EU citizens can obtain the TIN either at the single desk for immigration “Sportelli Unici per l’immigrazione” or by any police
headquarters “Questure”. The single desk for immigration issues the TIN to nonEU citizens who apply for entry into Italy either for employment purposes or for
family reunion. Police headquarters assign the TIN to foreign nationals who require either the issuance or the renewal of a residence permit.3
In any other situation, the TIN can be obtained from the offices of the Italian Revenue Agency, by submitting a request indicating the personal data and the residence for tax purposes where the card should be delivered.4
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European Commission (n/a).
The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
3 The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
4 The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
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Danish National ID Centre
Birkerød Kongevej 2
DK-3460 Birkerød
Denmark
Phone
Email
Website

+45 61 98 39 00
nidc@nidc.dk
www.nidc.dk

Citizens from non-EU countries must submit at least one of the following documents:
 a valid passport with visa (if required), or any other document accepted
by the Italian authorities
 a certificate of identity issued by the Italian diplomatic or consular authorities of the country of nationality (with photo)
 a valid residence permit (permesso di soggiorno)
 an ID card issued by the municipality of residence in Italy.
Non-EU citizens must also prove that they have the right to legal stay in Italy.5
Issuance of a Tax Identification Number in Italy to EU citizens
Citizens of the European Union may apply for the TIN at any office of the Italian
Revenue Agency showing, along with the request, a valid identification document
(identity card or passport).6
Issuance of a Tax Identification Number abroad
Non-resident individuals who need to obtain the TIN can apply for it at the Italian
consular authorities in the country of residence.7
Correction of incorrect data on the Tax Identification Number Card
In case of incorrect data showed on the TIN card, a replacement must be required
to any office of the Italian Revenue Agency, showing a valid identification document.8
Where to find the Tax Identification Number
From 1973, the TIN appears on the TIN card, i.e. in a card issued with the sole purpose to indicate the TIN. For persons entitled to services in the Italian health system, the TIN number appears on the Italian health card.9 Since 2004, the number
is also found in the Italian identity card in polycarbonate (see image 4 and 5).
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The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
7 The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
8 The Revenue Agency A (n/a).
9 European Commission (n/a).
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Italian Health Card

Image 1: Front of an Italian health card (European Commission)

Italian TIN Card issued from 2006

Image 2: Front of an Italian TIN card issued from 2006 (European Commission)

Italian TIN Card issued before 2006

Image 3: Front of an Italian TIN card issued before 2006 (European Commission)
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Italian ID Card issued from 2016

Image 4: Back of a specimen of an Italian ID card issued from 2016 (Prado, Public Register of Authentic identity
and travel Documents Online, Council of the European Union)

Italian ID Card issued from 2004

Image 5: Back of a specimen of an Italian ID card issued from 2004 (Prado, Public Register of Authentic identity
and travel Documents Online, Council of the European Union)

How to read the Tax Identification Number
The TIN issued to “physical persons” is built up by 16 characters (6 letters + 2 digits + 1 letter + 2 digits + 1 letter + 3 digits + 1 letter), which indicate the following:
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Ciphers 1-3 (yellow): First three consonants of a person’s surname. If the
surname contains less than three consonants, the first vowel or vowels
will be used. If the surname is made by two letters the third one will be
the letter X.
Ciphers 4-6 (green): First three consonants of a person’s name unless the
name is composed by four consonants or more. In this case, the first, the
third and the fourth consonants will be used.
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Ciphers 7-8 (blue): the last two digits of the year of birth.
Cipher 9 (red): letter representing the month of birth (see box below).
Ciphers 10-11 (purple): represent the day of birth, to which 40 units are
added if the person is a woman. E.g. a woman born on the fifth will have
45 as her 10th and 11th ciphers.
Ciphers 12-15 (pink): geographical code of the municipality of birth. A list
with the geographical codes of the Italian municipalities can be found on
the website of the Italian Revenue Agency.10
Cipher 16 (white): check digit. The Danish National ID Centre can assist in
the control hereof.

For example, Mr. Roberto Rossi, born 27.10.1960 in Milan will have the following
code: RSSRRT60R27F205X.11

How to control the validity of a TIN
The Italian Tax Register has a publicly available website for checking the validity of
the TIN, i.e. whether a TIN actually has been issued by the Italian Tax Register. The
link is only available in Italian.12
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The Revenue Agency B (n/a).
The Revenue Agency C (n/a).
12 The Revenue Agency D (n/a): https://telematici.agenziaentrate.gov.it/VerificaCF/Scegli.do?parameter=verificaCf.
11

Page

5/6

References
Written sources
The Revenue Agency A (year not available): Tax Identification Number for Foreign
Citizens, https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/web/english/nse/individuals/tax-identification-number-for-foreign-citizens, retrieved 22 June 2021.
The Revenue Agency B (year not available): Tabella dei codici dei Comuni,
https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/Schede/Istanze/Richiesta+TS_CF/Informazioni+codificazione+pf/?page=istanzecomunicazionicitt,
retrieved 24 June 2021.
The Revenue Agency C (year not available): Numero di codice fiscale delle persone
fisiche, https://www1.agenziaentrate.gov.it/servizi/codici/ricerca/VisualizzaTabella.php?iniz=R&ArcName=COM-ICI, retrieved 24 June 2021.
The Revenue Agency D (year not available): Verifica codice fiscale di persona fisica
o di soggetto diverso da persona fisica, https://telematici.agenziaentrate.gov.it/VerificaCF/Scegli.do?parameter=verificaCf, retrieved 24 June 2021.
European Commission (year not available): TIN on-the-Web, https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/tin/#/tin-country, retrieved 22 June 2021.

Page

6/6

