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Ukraine: Issuance procedures of Ukrainian divorce certificates 

 

Introduction  

The following note describes the divorce procedure and the related issuance of di-

vorce certificates in Ukraine. It also includes a brief description of the level of cor-

ruption. For further information on marriage certificates, see the note Ukraine: 

Marriage registration and the issuance of marriage certificates. 

 

The note is based on open source information. It does not address issuance proce-

dures of divorce certificates in areas outside of Ukrainian government control, such 

as Crimea and the separatist republics of Donetsk and Luhansk.   

 

The administrative structure in Ukraine 

Ukraine became an independent state after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 

1991, and is administratively divided into 24 regions (oblasti, singular oblast´), one 

autonomous republic (avtonomna respublika), and two municipalities (mista).1 

 

According to Landinfo, the State Registration Service of Ukraine is the central state 

authority responsible for the registration of personal information. It is also respon-

sible for the issuance of central Ukrainian identity- and civil status documents, such 

as birth, marriage and divorce certificates. The State Registration Service is a civilian 

governmental authority under the auspices of the Ukrainian Ministry of Justice, and 

is sometimes abbreviated as ZAGS or RAGS. Local offices of the State Registration 

Service are found throughout Ukraine at regional and district levels.2 

 

Legislative framework 

Divorce in Ukraine and the process of divorce registration are regulated according 

to the Constitution and to section II, chapter 11, of the Family Code of Ukraine.3  

 

Registration and issuance procedure 

A marriage can either be dissolved by the State Registration Service or by the court.4 

                                                           
1 CIA World Factbook, 5 September 2018. 
2 Landinfo, 25 November 2019, pp. 10 & 12; Ukrainian Family Law Group 2012, p. 36. 
3 Family Code of Ukraine, 10 January 2002. 
4 Landinfo, 25 November 2019, p. 12. 
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Under mutual consent, a married couple without common under age children can 

go to a local office of the State Registration Service to file a joint application for 

divorce. When applying for a divorce at the State Registration Service, the spouses 

need to present their passports and their marriage certificate (in original or copy).5 

 

It is also possible for only one of the spouses to file an application for divorce with 

the State Registration Service, in case the other spouse: 

 

- is declared missing. 

- is legally incapable. 

- has been sentenced to at least three years imprisonment for committing a 

crime.6 

 

The divorce certificate (Svidotstvo pro rozirvannya shlyubu) is then issued by the 

district or regional state registration of civil status office within one month after 

application. The title of the issuing authority is Department Head of the State Reg-

istration of Civil Status Office. Certified copies are not available.7 

 
If the spouses have common children under the age of majority, the divorce must 
be petitioned for at the local court. Besides the divorce application, the spouses 
must submit a written agreement regarding with whom the child(ren) will be living, 
spousal and child support as well as the conditions for the wife/husband to exercise 
the rights to participate in the upbringing of the child(ren). The court will make a 
decision after one month from the day of petition.8 

 

If one of the parties does not consent to dissolve the marriage, the other party has 

the right to apply for divorce at the court. The court will accept such an application 

within one month. The proceedings at court in the case of a contested divorce can 

take up to six months, as the court can take measures to reconcile the spouses.9 

 

According to Art. 114, of The Family Code of Ukraine, in case of divorce in court, the 

marriage is considered dissolved from the moment the court decision on divorce 

comes into force. When a divorce process took place in court, the court decree will 

also be the official document confirming the divorce and a divorce certificate will 

not be issued.10  

 

Corruption and trustworthiness of civil status documents  

According to Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index 2021, 

Ukraine ranked 122 out of 180 countries, with a score of 32 on a scale from 0 (highly 

corrupt) to 100 (very clean).11 

 

                                                           
5 Family Code of Ukraine, 10 January 2002; Alliance of Family Lawyers, year of issue n/a. 
6 Family Code of Ukraine, 10 January 2002. 
7 U.S: Department of State, year of issue n/a ; Ukrainian Family Law Group, year of issue n/a. 
8 Family Code of Ukraine, 10 January 2002; Ukrainian Family Law Group, year of issue n/a. 
9 Family Code of Ukraine, 10 January 2002; Alliance of Family Lawyers, year of issue n/a. 
10 U.S: Department of State, year of issue n/a. 
11 Transparency International, 2021. 
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In May 2019, the newly elected President Volodymyr Zelensky made the fight 

against corruption a special priority and the Zelensky administration has started 

several anti-corruption initiatives. On the institutional level, the National Agency 

for the prevention of Corruption (NAPC) was re-established, and in September 

2019, the High Anti-Corruption Court was launched to process cases investigated 

by the National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU). Furthermore, the Ukrainian parlia-

ment has passed a law on protecting whistle-blowers of corruption, which entered 

into force in January 2020.12 

 

However, according to GAN Integrity which is an anti-corruption business portal,  

“bribery and facilitation payments are widespread among Ukrainian public officials 

(…) Public procurement also suffers from pervasive corruption, burdensome  

regulations, and favoritism, severely impeding fair competition. (…) The law on  

Prevention of Corruption introduces measures for monitoring the effective imple-

mentation of anti-corruption provisions. However, a weak judicial system limits  

the enforcement of Ukraine´s anti-corruption laws.”13 

 

According to Landinfo, a representative for the Ukrainian NGO ANTAC (Anti-Cor-

ruption Action Center) has stated that the level of corruption in document issuance 

has gone down in regards to the processing of cases within most public service ar-

eas, including passports, which is linked to the introduction of electronic  

case handling systems. However, as reported by the ANTAC representative, corrup-

tion within the State Migration Service remains a problem, in particular, as  

bribes are paid in order to obtain documents faster.14 

 

In addition, Landinfo reports about the existence of several websites selling “official 

documents” such as Ukrainian labour books, which list a specific individual’s  

employment history, and educational diplomas. Landinfo has no information  

whether these documents are false or manipulated documents.15 

 

 

                                                           
12 Landinfo, 2 March 2020, pp. 7 & 9; Freedom House, 2020. 
13 GAN Integrity, August 2020. 
14 Landinfo, 25 november 2019, p. 14. 
15 Landinfo, 25 november 2019, p. 15. 
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